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Fellow at the East-West 
Center in Washington, 
explains that “The economic 
priorities agreed to at the 
32nd ASEAN summit can be 
seen as parts of the regional 
states’ efforts to enhance 
their economic cooperation in 
the ‘America First’ era.” 
The East-West Center promotes 
better relations and understanding 
among the people and nations of 
the United States, Asia, and the 
Pacific through cooperative study, 
research, and dialogue. Established 
by the US Congress in 1960, the 
Center serves as a resource for 
information and analysis on critical 
issues of common concern, 
bringing people together to 
exchange views, build expertise, 
and develop policy options. 
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“it is wrong to think that 
Southeast Asia’s economic 
integration will leave little 
room for the United States 
to participate.” 
The Asia Pacific Bulletin (APB) series 
is produced by the East-West Center 
in Washington.  
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